
 

London Assembly 
MQT – 26 January 2011 
Twenty-seventh Mayor’s Report to the Assembly 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My New Year’s message 
 
‘2010 has been a momentous year for London. We've installed on our streets what I'd venture to say 
is the best bike hire scheme anywhere in the world.  We've secured the funding for Crossrail. We're 
upgrading the Tube network. We're going to continue with a world class bus service and of course we 
continue to make our streets safer. We're planting thousands of new trees across London and 
beautifying and upgrading our parks. I have no doubt that London is going to become an ever more 
attractive and safer place to live. 
 
'I'm going to help lead this country out of recession next year. 2011 is going to be a very exciting 
year. We've got the Royal wedding. And of course we have the Olympics to look forward to.  The 
single biggest and most exciting project we're all going to be engaged in as Londoners for the last 50 
years.  
 
'By the end of 2011, my friends, we will have banished the last bendy bus from the streets of our city 
and we will have a new generation, lighter, cleaner, greener, hop on, hop off, Routemaster style 
vehicle on the streets of London. It's going to be a fantastic year, I hope everybody enjoys it.  Have a 
fantastic and wonderful new year!' 
 
 

Executive Summary 

 
Freezing the Council Tax for a third year 
 
On 22 December, I issued my Budget Consultation Document for 2011-12. Londoners have been 
awarded a £23 million windfall due to prudent financial management that has enabled me to freeze 
the precept for the third year running. 
 
Congestion Charge changes 
 
Christmas Eve saw the last charging day for the Western Extension Zone (WEZ) of the Congestion 
Charge and at 18:00 GMT the zone was abolished following extensive public and stakeholder 
consultation.  On Christmas Eve the annual suspension of the charge for the remaining charging zone 
commenced 25 December until 3 January 2011 inclusive. 
 
Rape Crisis Centres Launch  
 
On 9 December, I hosted an event to celebrate the opening of the final two Rape Crisis Centres: the 
north London centre - delivered in partnership with Westminster and Islington Councils; and the east 
London centre - delivered together with Redbridge Council. 

This is my twenty-seventh report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of 
the Greater London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the period 2 December 2010 – 12 

January 2011. 



 

Hydrogen buses 
 
On 10 December, TfL unveiled the first of a fleet of hydrogen powered buses that will deliver a boost 
to my plans to improve the Capital’s air quality. 
 
When fully in service the buses will be part of one of the cleanest, lowest polluting bus fleets in 
Europe which already includes a 100 strong hybrid bus fleet. This is set to expand to 300 and from 
2012 will be joined by my New Bus for London, which will be 40 per cent less polluting than a 
traditional diesel bus. 
 
Air Quality Strategy 
 
On 14 December, I published the final version of my Air Quality Strategy. This strategy includes a 
number of measures to improve air quality in London by reducing emissions from the transport 
network, homes and workplaces. 
 
FareShare 
 
On 21 December, I opened a new food depot in London that will distribute more than 300 tonnes of 
surplus food a year - the equivalent of 800,000 meals - to charities, instead of clogging up landfill 
sites. 
 
 

Section 60 Responses 
 

Walk this Way: Making Walking Easier and Safer in London 

 

Responses to the recommendations set out in the London Assembly’s Transport Committee’s report, 
Walk this Way: Making Walking Easier and Safer in London. 
 
 
Recommendation 1 
(a) That for the 2011 Year of Walking, Transport for London, in conjunction with London 

boroughs, expands the Key Walking Route initiative with the aim that half of all London 
boroughs have completed or started a Key Walking Route initiative by the end of the Year of 
Walking. 

(b) That for the longer-term, each London borough has a Key Walking Route by 2013/14. 
 
Response 
TfL is considering this recommendation and will respond to the Committee separately by February 
2011. 
 
 
Recommendation 2 
That the Mayor should report back to this Committee by December 2010 setting out how he will 
support the provision of urban design surgeries during the Year of Walking and beyond. 
 
Response 
Following the Comprehensive Spending Review, TfL is still assessing how it will support the provision 
of urban design surgeries during 2011 and beyond. TfL is currently making suggestions to Urban 
Design London about how to tailor the urban design programme in 2011. This would include courses 
to promote and enhance walking design skills and encompass good practice design and site visits that 
focus on walking and the public realm during 2011 and beyond. This approach would ensure that a 



 

broad range of training activities are provided to practitioners which can be carried forward into future 
years. 
 
The walking elements of the programme content will be in addition to the broader range of design 
surgeries, seminars and courses that Urban Design London provides annually to interested 
organisations.   
 
 
Recommendation 3 
That a programme of community street audits is integrated into the further development of the Key 
Walking Routes initiative.  We ask that Transport for London reports back to the Committee on how it 
plans to take this forward in a response to this Committee by December 2010. 
 
Response 
TfL, through its ‘Walking Good Practice’ booklet and through direct TfL and borough officer liaison is 
already urging all boroughs preparing Key Walking Routes to use pedestrian audit tools to plan their 
implementations. TfL supports the use of the Pedestrian Environment Review System (PERS) in 
addition to Community Street Audits (CSA) as tools to capture and assess pedestrian issues.  
 
To further support the use of PERS and CSA, TfL, through Urban Design London, is actively 
encouraging the use and benefits of pedestrian audit tools in the latter’s ‘Assessing Streets’ training 
course. This full day event, to be held six-monthly in 2011, provides attendees with a solid grounding 
in both PERS and CSA techniques and the advantages these tools can bring to scheme design 
generally and specifically in planning and implementing Key Walking Routes. 

 

Recommendation 4 
That by December 2011, Transport for London takes steps to ensure all pedestrian crossings in 
London are: 

(a) Up to minimum DfT standards for pedestrian crossing time;  
(b) Include audible signals and tactile cones; and 
(c) Reports back to this Committee on progress towards meeting these targets by June 2011. 

 
Response 
TfL is considering this recommendation and will respond to the Committee separately by February 
2011. 
 
 
Recommendation 5 
That by December 2010, Transport for London reports back to the Committee on its role in 
supporting and evaluating the borough-wide pilots of 20 mph zones highlighted in the Committee’s 
April 2009 report.   
 
Response 
Although the introduction of borough-wide 20mph zones is the responsibility of the London 
boroughs, TfL is supporting and evaluating this programme through the funding provided by the 
Local Implementation Plan (LIP) process available to all boroughs. In November 2010, one borough 
(LB Islington) implemented a borough-wide 20mph speed limit on all its residential roads to 
supplement its existing 20mph zones which it has introduced over the last decade. We will evaluate 
the impacts of this borough-wide speed limit on road casualties over a 36 month period, as is standard 
with road safety evaluation. 
 
 



 

Recommendation 6 
We recommend that by the end of 2011 the Mayor should  

(a) Should show support for at least one large-scale infrastructure project which will have 
pedestrians at its core and will act as a flag-ship project to demonstrate his commitment to 
walking; and 

(b) Include details in his long-term strategy for increasing the modal share of walking. 
 
Response 
TfL is considering this recommendation and will respond to the Committee separately by February 
2011. 
 
 
Recommendation 7 

(a) That for the 2011 Year of Walking, the Mayor and TfL should plan, with relevant 
organisations, a major new pedestrianisation event in central London. 

(b) That in 2011, the Mayor should also provide support and assistance to boroughs and 
organisations to ensure that all boroughs are able to hold one event to promote the Year of 
Walking 

(c) That beyond 2011 to help realise a sustained increase in walking the Mayor and TfL should 
develop an annual pedestrianisation event which can act as a catalyst for similar events in 
boroughs. 

 
Response 
TfL is considering this recommendation and will respond to the Committee 
separately by February 2011. 
 
 
Recommendation 8 

(a) That for the 2011 Year of Walking the Mayor and TfL should develop a pilot scheme that 
offers Londoners an incentive to undertake more journeys by foot by offering store-card type 
rewards.  This could be developed in partnership with London businesses and linked into the 
existing Oyster Card system. The pilot should be monitored and the results used to determine 
if there is merit in the development of a wider scheme. 

(b) That beyond 2011 to help realise a sustained increase in walking the Mayor and TfL should 
develop a programme which extends the principles of smarter travel schemes, including 
‘rewarding’ more walking, to the 50 biggest employers in London. 

 
Response 
TfL is considering this recommendation and will respond to the Committee separately by February 
2011. 
 
 
Recommendation 9 

a) That for the 2011 Year of Walking TfL should ensure that its Journey Planner defaults to a 
walking option as the first choice for any trip under 1 km/15 mins and includes a walking 
option for journeys up to 2kms/30 mins. 

b) That during 2011, TfL target the 108 tube journeys which are quicker on foot and introduce a 
programme of signage and information provision based on legible London principles to 
encourage people to walk these trips 

c) That, in the light of TfL’s funding settlement, the Mayor and TfL should examine the business 
case for extending the Legible London signage system to include Overground Rail and Tube 
stations ensuring that the business case considers its potential impact on overcrowding.   We 
ask that Transport for London report back to the Committee on this by March 2011. 

 



 

Response 
TfL is considering this recommendation and will respond to the Committee separately by February 
2011. 
 
 

Policing and Community Safety 
 
Dangerous Dogs 
 
On 15 December, the Deputy Mayor for Policing, Kit Malthouse, jointly hosted a cross-party 
Parliamentary event with Angie Bray MP (Conservative, Ealing Central & Acton), Luciana Berger MP 
(Labour, Liverpool Wavertree) and Martin Horwood MP (Liberal Democrat, Cheltenham) to tackle the 
growing menace of 'weapon dogs'. The Deputy Mayor pressed for crucial changes to the current 
Dangerous Dogs legislation, to increase the penalties where a dog is used as a weapon; to change the 
law to cover private land for the protection of public workers such as postal workers and health 
workers; and to speed up the court process so that cases get to court faster which benefits both the 
dogs and the tax-payer. The event also saw the launch of ‚Barking up the right tree?‛ to encourage 
community action on responsible dog ownership.  
 
Rape Crisis Centres Launch  
 
On 9 December, I hosted an event to celebrate the opening of the final two Rape Crisis Centres (RCC) 
that we are funding: the north London centre - delivered in partnership with Westminster and 
Islington Councils; and the east London centre - delivered together with Redbridge Council. I also 
announced further financial support to the south RCC. I invited partners and boroughs across London 
who had helped deliver the new services in east, west, north and south London. This event was an 
opportunity to tell everyone about the great work that the Rape Crisis Centres do and why funding 
them both now and into the future is one of my priorities.  I am also working with the boroughs to 
ensure their sustainability long term. 
 
At the same event I also launched a new Rape Crisis London website that will help women in London 
easily access rape crisis services and provide information on coping with sexual violence.  
www.rapecrisislondon.org will bring together information about all four Rape Crisis Centres making it 
easier for survivors to access the services. The website will also be a resource for friends and family of 
rape victims, providing information on how they can help someone who has experienced sexual 
violence and it will also signpost men and boys to specialist services working with men. 
 
Community Conversations 
 
On 14 December, I hosted the first in a programme of Community Conversations; a series of events 
designed to work directly with the communities most affected by serious youth violence, in the 
localities in which they live. 
 
The inaugural event took place in a community venue in central Croydon where the audience took 
part in workshops and had the opportunity to question an expert panel including representatives from 
Croydon on youth opportunities.  
 
Parent Advocacy Pilot in Pupil Referral Units 

 
Back in October I invited local authorities to bid for funding be part of a pilot working with parents 
of young people excluded from mainstream education.  We received a tremendous response and 
following a rigorous selection process the following five boroughs were awarded grants:  Barking and 
Dagenham, Ealing, Hillingdon, Lewisham and Sutton. 
  

http://www.rapecrisislondon.org/


 

I have committed £140,000 over the next two financial years, which will include a full evaluation of 
the project.  The pilots, which will be starting next month, will be based in Pupil Referral Units and will 
be helping parents through advocacy, restorative approaches and mentoring.   We expect between 
100 and 150 of some of the most troubled families will be supported by the scheme. 
 
Annual Chief Security Officer Summit 
 
My Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and gave the keynote speech at the Annual 
Chief Security Officer Summit in Vienna on 3 December. 
 
Supported by key industry groups, inter-governmental organisations and security associations from 
across the globe, the event brought together senior security directors from across the world to discuss 
and tackle strategic security challenges. Richard spoke at the Summit in his capacity as Chairman of 
the London Resilience Forum. 
 
 

Transport 

 
TfL Tube and Rail services rack up record ridership figures  
 
On 10 December, TfL announced that the latest monthly passenger figures release showed that record 
numbers were carried on the Tube and Rail network during November. 
 
During the four-week period from 17 October to 13 November, London’s Tube and Rail services 
carried more passengers than ever before with the Underground carrying just over 90m passengers 
during the period while the DLR carried 6.7m. These figures are a fantastic achievement, particularly 
despite the industrial action called by the leaderships of the RMT and TSSA unions. 
 
Friday 26 November saw the Tube carry more than 4m passengers for the first time in two years –
225,000 more than the same weekend in 2009 - demonstrating the key role public transport is playing 
in the Capital’s economic health.  
 
London Tramlink also returned record figures with more than 100,000 people being carried on a single 
day for the first time. During this period London Overground carried 200,000 passengers per day, with 
the newly-opened East London route experiencing a jump in ridership from 40,000 passengers in June 
to 70,000 passengers in October. 
 
RMT and TSSA Tube Strike 
 
On 28-29 November, the leadership of the RMT and TSSA unions called their fourth 24 hour strike 
over planned changes by London Underground (LU) to operational and station staffing. 
 
Despite weeks of intensive discussions to try to identify their safety concerns, the unions’ leaderships 
requested more time to carry out a safety review of LU’s plans. LU offered to extend the review period 
a further six weeks, having been consulting for six months already, in an effort to resolve any local or 
specific issues and to prevent any further disruption and inconvenience to the travelling public. 
 
London Underground also repeated assurances that the changes come with a cast-iron guarantee of 
no compulsory redundancies or loss of earnings, that every station with a ticket office will continue to 
have one and that stations would continue to be staffed. However, the leaderships of the two unions 
were intent on taking further strike action. 
 
On 26 November, TfL published details of the plans being put in place to help people to get around 
the Capital and keep London moving during the strike. During the strike period, LU was able to run a 



 

decent level of service, particularly in central London, with well over 40 per cent of trains running on 
ten of the eleven Tube lines and with 75 per cent of London’s stations open to customers, more than 
ever before. Extra bus services were provided, along with extra capacity for an additional 10,000 
journeys on river services, and marshalled taxi ranks.  
 
Londoners with bikes were encouraged to cycle to work. Cycle parking facilities were made easier for 
newcomers to access and a Cycling Journey Planner was made available on the TfL website. The 
Barclays Cycle Hire scheme was again available. Normal services also ran on London Overground, DLR, 
and Tramlink. 
 
ASLEF Boxing Day Tube Strike 
 
On Boxing Day, the leadership of the ASLEF union called a 24 hour strike over outrageous demands 
for triple pay plus a day off in lieu for drivers who were scheduled to work on Boxing Day.  This is 
despite an existing agreement that covers all Bank Holidays, and gave all LU staff increased pay and 
6.8 weeks annual leave each year. 
 
LU offered ASLEF talks at the conciliation service ACAS on 22 December.  An offer from LU to reduce 
the number of drivers rostered to work on Boxing Day was flatly rejected by the union leadership, who 
walked out of the talks, clearly determined to strike and disrupt Londoners’ Christmas holidays.  Such 
a move effectively tore up the existing long-standing agreement signed by ASLEF in 1996 that clearly 
covered all Bank holidays, including Boxing Day. 
 
On 23 December, London Underground published details of the level of service it was aiming to 
operate during the strike period. On 24 December in an attempt to head off the industrial action, 
Transport for London went to the High Court seeking a court ban against the strike action, but this 
was not granted. 
 
On Boxing Day, the Tube ran on all lines that were scheduled to run, but with a significantly reduced 
service. Passengers were advised to make use of buses and river services, but London kept moving 
and a very brisk trade was reported in the West End and across London at the start of the Christmas 
and New Year sales. 
 
Congestion Charge changes 
 
Christmas Eve saw the last charging day for the Western Extension Zone (WEZ) of the Congestion 
Charge and at 18:00 GMT the zone was abolished following extensive public and stakeholder 
consultation.  On Christmas Eve the annual suspension of the charge for the remaining charging zone 
commenced 25 December until 3 January 2011 inclusive. 
 
On 4 January, a number of changes came into effect with the daily charge rising from £8 to £10, and 
the pay next day charge rising to £12.  For registered fleet customers the daily charge increased to £9 
instead of £7. In addition a new automated payment system called CC Auto Pay was implemented, 
although drivers could pre-register for this facility from 22 November 2010.  The system records the 
number of charging days a registered vehicle travels within the charging zone each month and bills 
the account holder each month.   
 
Drivers registered for Auto Pay are charged a reduced daily rate of £9 and are protected from 
receiving Penalty Charge Notices as long as their vehicle is registered and they have an active Auto 
Pay account. Drivers can register up to 5 vehicles for Auto Pay.  
 
A Greener Vehicle Discount (GVD) was also introduced to encourage a switch to less polluting and 
more CO2 efficient cars.  The GVD replaces the Alternative Fuel Discount (AFD) which has been 
outpaced by technological developments and which was closed to new registrations on 24 December 



 

2010.  Owners of vehicles already registered for the Alternative Fuel discount will continue to receive 
their discount until 24 December 2012. The Electric Vehicle Discount has also been extended to 
include plug-in hybrids as well as pure electric vehicles.  
 
A driver education campaign commenced at the end of November to explain the changes to the 
Congestion Charging scheme.  Different, tailored messages were sent to registered customers 
explaining the changes to the boundary, the increase in the daily charge, the benefits of 
registering for CC Auto Pay or to explain when a registered customer’s AFD would expire.  TfL has also 
been in contact with registered customers in the former Western Extension area of the charging zone 
to inform them of the removal of their residents’ discount and to issue any appropriate refund. 
 
Adverts have also been running in press, on the radio and posters in order to reach drivers not 
registered with Congestion Charging. Information is also available on the Congestion Charging website 
including an updated map showing the boundary of the remaining charging zone, tailored leaflets 
explaining the changes and guidance on the discounts available. 
 
Revised fares introduced 
 
On 4 January, TfL introduced a revised fares structure on London's Tubes, buses, London 
Overground, Docklands Light Railway and trams, with prices increasing by an average of 6.8 per cent, 
based on the Retail Price Index (4.8 per cent as at July 2010) plus two per cent formula. All free and 
concessionary fares remain in their entirety. 
 
The increase in fares is deemed to be the absolute minimum required to secure vital investment in 
London's transport network and protect frontline services.  
 
Keeping London moving through the cold weather 
 
TfL worked to keep the Capital moving through the recent very cold spell and continues to work 
closely with the London boroughs to ensure that the Tube, bus and rail services continue to run. 
 
To ensure London was prepared for winter this year, TfL doubled its operational salt stocks from 
9,000 to 18,000 tonnes, and stockpiled a further 27,000 tonnes to act as a strategic salt reserve for 
London.  This is available to supplement the stocks held by all highway authorities across London. 
 
TfL's fleet of 38 gritters and 10 gritting quad bikes have been out across the TfL London Road 
Network working to keep the roads clear. This includes ensuring key access roads are gritted so that 
buses can get out onto the network.  
 
London Underground, London Overground, London Tramlink and Docklands Light Railway all put cold 
weather plans into place to deal with the possible impacts of ice and snow on the network. Stocks of 
specialist de-icing fluids were topped up and, if required, arrangements were put in place to run trains 
overnight across the various networks.  Additional engineering staff were also placed on standby to 
respond swiftly to any incidents that occur during the cold weather. 
 
As noted in the recent independent review of ‚The Resilience of England’s 
Transport Systems in Winter‛ by David Quarmby CBE, TfL employs industry best practice to ensure 
that, wherever possible, services are not disrupted by snow.  In particular, LU’s operational practices to 
maintain traction contact with the conductor rail have been recommended to other operators.  Visual 
displays providing real-time travel information on the TfL website were also praised. 
 



 

Flagship Barclays Cycle Hire extended for casual use 
 
On 3 December, the flagship Barclays Cycle Hire scheme was extended to casual users, allowing 
instant access to thousands of bikes throughout central London. Anyone with a Visa or MasterCard 
credit/debit card or Visa Electron can now go to their nearest docking station and follow the simple 
on screen instructions at the terminal to release a bike. The bikes are available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. Once the user has purchased their access period (for either 24 hours or seven days) the 
first 30 minutes of any journey will be free of usage charges.  
 
Biggest Barclays Cycle Hire docking station opens 
 
On 14 December, TfL announced that commuters using Waterloo Station can now pick up Barclays 
Cycle Hire bikes from a brand new ‘super’ docking station sited outside the station. The 126 space 
docking station was unveiled on the day that TfL announced that over two million journeys have now 
been made using the iconic blue bikes.  
 
The new docking station is the first to be opened at a mainline railway station. It will help deal with 
great demand for my flagship scheme and follows last month’s announcement that Barclays Cycle Hire 
will expand to the east of the city in time for the Olympic Games. When complete, the expanded 
scheme will cover 65 square kilometres of the Capital and around 8,000 hire bikes will be available 
from 14,400 docking points at hundreds of locations across central and eastern London. 
 
How Barclays Cycle Hire is making London better off 
 
On 31 December, TfL revealed that it is not just individuals who are benefitting from my flagship 
Barclays Cycle Hire Scheme, but whole businesses are too.  
 
Case studies were undertaken involving businesses of varying sizes and activities ranging from pest 
control, IT services, design and hotel industry, who have taken up Cycle Hire as their new preferred 
method of travelling around the Capital, and all have welcomed the financial savings the scheme had 
delivered. Users of the scheme have found they are feeling healthier and are more productive at work, 
and research shows that increases to transport capacity improves opportunities for investment and 
jobs in London.  
 
Crossrail Rolling Stock procurement process launched 
 
On 1 December, Crossrail announced that it had started the procurement process to purchase new 
rolling stock and depot facilities at a capital cost in the region of £1bn. The procurement process will 
cover the delivery of a 60-strong fleet of trains to serve the 37 stations along the route, together with 
a new maintenance depot at Old Oak Common.  
 
Each train will be will be around 200 metres in length and able to carry up to 1,500 passengers, 
bringing an additional 1.5 million people within a 45 minute commute of London’s key business and 
leisure districts.  When completed in 2018 Crossrail will boost London’s rail capacity by ten per cent. 
 
Crossrail awards tunnelling contracts 
 
On 10 December, Crossrail announced that contracts have been awarded for two of the main 
tunnelling contracts for the Line, valued at around £1.25bn. The two main contracts (C300 and C305) 
cover the western running tunnel between Royal Oak and Farringdon, and the eastern tunnel between 
Limmo Peninsula to Farringdon, Limmo Peninsula to Victoria Dock and Stepney Green to Pudding Mill 
Lane. 
 



 

C300 has been awarded to a Joint Venture of BAM Nuttall Ltd, Ferrovial Agroman (UK) Ltd and Kier 
Construction Ltd. C305 has been awarded to a Dragados S.A. and John Sisk & Son (Holdings) Ltd 
Joint Venture. These two contracts represent the vast majority of tunnelling work that will be required 
with Crossrail. Tunnelling activity will commence in late 2011 with the first of the tunnel boring 
machines starting by spring 2012. 
 
Three car for DLR 
 
On 30 November, TfL announced that three-car trains had begun serving the Docklands Light Railway 
(DLR) route between Stratford and Lewisham, bringing a 50 per cent increase in capacity for each 
train during the morning peak period. 
 
The roll-out is welcome as demand for DLR services continues to grow and will be vitally important 
during the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Increasing capacity on the Docklands Light Railway 
is part of my commitment to improve the journeys of those using public transport across the city.  
 
Hydrogen buses 
 
On 10 December, TfL unveiled the first of a fleet of hydrogen powered buses that will deliver a boost 
to my plans to improve the Capital’s air quality. 
 
Following a period of driver training the first buses are expected to enter passenger service in January 
2011 on Route RV1 running between Tower Gateway and Covent Garden.  Route RV1 passes through 
some of London's most polluted areas, so its conversion to hydrogen power will help to improve 
London's air quality.  
 
These eight buses will form the only hydrogen bus fleet in the UK and the largest currently in Europe. 
These state-of-the-art vehicles were specifically designed for TfL using pioneering technology 
developed by ISE, Wrightbus and Ballard. The buses will run from a specially designed maintenance 
facility housed in First’s Lea Interchange bus depot at Stratford in east London. This will include the 
UK's largest permanent hydrogen refuelling station to be maintained by Air Products. All eight buses 
are expected to be phased into operation in 2011 creating the UK's first zero-emission bus route.  
 
When fully in service the buses will be part of one of the cleanest, lowest polluting bus fleets in 
Europe which already includes a 100 strong hybrid bus fleet. This is set to expand to 300 and from 
2012 will be joined by my New Bus for London, which will be 40 per cent less polluting than a 
traditional diesel bus. 
 
London Underground awards track renewal contract 
 
On 10 December, TfL announced the award of a £220m contract to Balfour Beatty to carry out track 
renewal work. The works will include the replacement of ballasted track, points and crossings 
including all ancillary signalling and drainage works on two thirds of the Tube network – Bakerloo, 
Circle, Central, District, Hammersmith & City and Metropolitan lines. 
 
The works are vital to maintain the continued safe operation of the Tube, but also to modernise it. 
 With the introduction of a new fleet of 191 air-conditioned trains and a new signalling system on the 
Metropolitan, District and Hammersmith & City lines the track has to be ready for an increase in usage 
of up to 40 per cent.  
 
Combining both track renewal and drainage works will mean that the work will be carried out more 
efficiently.  Balfour Beatty tendered detailed proposals for reducing costs and we will work closely 
with them to achieve efficiencies and drive down costs.  
 



 

TfL builds new road to help keep traffic moving during Tube station construction 
 
On 14 December, TfL announced that the £500m redevelopment of Tottenham Court Road Tube 
station was about to take another major step forward, this time above ground, after TfL built a new 
road to enable works to continue at the new combined worksite.  
 
Charing Cross Road has now been diverted to join St Giles High Street on the east of Centre Point in 
order to enable three Tube station worksites currently separated by the old road to be merged 
together.  This will enable excavation work to increase the size of the station’s ticket hall to begin. 
Charing Cross Road will be restored to its original alignment in 2014. The major redevelopment of the 
Tube station will be completed by 2016. 
 
Free live Tube information in special TfL online area 
 
On 14 December, TfL unveiled a redesigned online Developers’ Area on the TfL website containing 
free travel information for mobile application (apps) producers.  The free to use information will 
enable developers to update existing apps and produce new products to give passengers a choice of 
ways to check the status of their journeys while on the move.  
 
The latest addition is a live Tube travel news feed, known as Trackernet that shows the location of 
trains across the London Underground network at any time. It is among a raft of improvements to the 
new look Developers’ Area www.tfl.gov.uk/businessandpartners which includes clearer guidelines to 
web developers on how to use the information to create apps or other travel tools.  
 
£146m for local transport improvements across London 
 
On 16 December, TfL announced the allocation of £146m that will help boroughs to transform town 
centres and upgrade roads across the Capital. 
 
The funding allocation will help deliver local projects which support the Mayor’s Transport Strategy, 
including improvements to local town centres and public spaces, new cycling facilities, safer roads and 
measures to smooth traffic flow. Following the Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review, the 
funding allocated to London boroughs will fall over the next three years to reflect the new reduced 
grant TfL receives from the Department for Transport.  However, the funding for programmes such as 
road maintenance, bridge strengthening, major schemes and the borough discretionary fund have all 
been safeguarded. 
 
This means the vast majority of the boroughs' proposed schemes for 2011/12 will be delivered.  In 
addition, the boroughs have been granted greater flexibility so that they can prioritise projects 
according to local need.  
 
Increasing numbers of Londoners swapping their car for public transport 
 
On 20 December, TfL published its third annual Travel in London report, which confirmed that 
demand for public transport in the capital has bounced back since the recession and continues to 
increase. There has been a seven percentage point increase in the numbers of Londoners getting out 
of their cars and choosing to use public transport, walking or cycling in London, without which there 
would have been one million more car driver trips in London in 2009. 
 
Londoners now use public transport for 41 per cent of their journeys, a seven per cent increase since 
2000. That increase in demand clearly demonstrates the need for continued investment in London’s 
transport network, and underlines exactly why TfL and I have campaigned so vigorously and 
successfully, alongside businesses and stakeholders across the capital, to win a good transport funding 
settlement for London as part of this year’s Comprehensive Spending Review. 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/businessandpartners


 

 
Major improvements to Bank station 
 
On 20 December, TfL announced that it had entered into consultation with the City of London on 
plans for major improvements to Bank station that will deliver increased capacity on Northern line 
platforms and interchange passageways sufficient to meet future passenger demands. 
 
The plans include re-tunnelling the Northern line at Bank station, a new entrance on King William 
Street, and high capacity lifts to relieve congestion and provide step-free access to the Northern line 
platforms. Before the work for the Northern line congestion relief and step-free scheme can begin, 
London Underground will need to secure planning permission and gain a Transport & Works Act 
Order. Work is due to start in 2015 and be completed by 2021.  
 
Work has also started on the new entrance onto Walbrook, for the Waterloo & City line at Bank 
station. This will give step-free access from the street to the Waterloo & City line platforms with two 
new lifts, four new escalators and a new ticket hall, which is part of the Walbrook Development and 
planned for completion in 2015.  
 
Bank Underground station has seen a huge increase in passenger numbers in recent years, with a 43 
per cent rise in customers changing at the station and the number of passengers entering and leaving 
the station up by about a third since 2003. 
 
Herne Hill Junction 
 
A notorious traffic bottleneck where six roads meet at Herne Hill junction has been transformed from 
a congestion nightmare into a pedestrian-friendly oasis as part of my London’s Great Outdoors 
programme. 
 
The infamous south London junction is no longer a daily battleground between pedestrians and 
motorists and, in part thanks to £1.8 million TfL funding, has become  a vastly improved public place 
for residents, businesses and visitors. The investment is part of my London’s Great Outdoors 
programme to revamp neglected corners of the capital and create cleaner, greener and more pleasant 
public spaces for Londoners to enjoy.  
 
East London Cable Car 
 
I have directed the LDA to fund up to £1.213m in 2010/11 towards the development phase of the 
East London Cable Car project in respect of obtaining the necessary consents, developing a delivery 
mechanism and enabling a land acquisition strategy to be implemented. 
 
Transport for London Bill 2010 
 
I have consented to TfL’s promotion of the proposed Transport for London Bill 2010 on behalf of the 
GLA.  
 
 

Economic and Business Policy    
 
London Apprenticeships Campaign 
 
On 10 December, I stepped up my drive to create over 20,000 apprenticeships in the capital by 
challenging London’s financial services employers to discover how apprentices can benefit their 
businesses. 
 



 

150 of the capital’s leading financial service sector bosses gathered at City Hall to learn about setting 
up apprenticeship programmes. I urged them to get behind the campaign and work with the National 
Apprenticeship Service to provide opportunities for apprentices or expand existing schemes to help 
London’s economy remain competitive.  
 
Joined by my ‘Apprenticeship Ambassador’ Tim Campbell, and representatives from leading 
apprenticeship provider Accenture and the National Apprenticeship Service, I told the employers that 
there is comprehensive help to set up schemes and up to 100 per cent funding available towards 
training costs from central government. 
 
Single new promotion agency for London 
 
On 21 December, I announced a four-year funding deal for a new promotion agency for London, 
which will bring together the work of the existing agencies for tourism, inward investment, and 
international students and aims to champion the capital as one of the world’s best big cities. 
 
Think London, Visit London and Study London will be brought together under the new umbrella 
agency from April 2011. The single agency will enable us to take a more coordinated and strategic 
approach to international promotion. Its working title is Promote London, and it will lead on 
promoting the capital in the run up to and during the 2012 Games. 
 
Dame Judith Mayhew Jonas, the chairman of the New West End Company representing retailers and 
property owners in London’s West End, and former chairman of the Royal Opera House, has been 
appointed interim chair. She will work with Danny Lopez, currently a group director at the London 
Development Agency, who will act as the interim chief executive to manage the transition from the 
existing three agencies into one. 
 
Business Improvement Districts first annual awards event 
 
Safer cycling projects, career advice for youngsters and free recycling services are among the 
innovative schemes recognised at my first Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) Awards on 13 
December.  
 
BIDs encourage companies in distinct areas to make contributions towards a fund which then pays for 
extra local services and projects. They have continued to transform commercial areas across London 
despite the economic downturn, invigorating trade and establishing vibrant hubs of business activity. 
 
The awards, held at City Hall, were organised by London BIDs in partnership with the Greater London 
Authority and London Development Agency, with the aim of championing BIDs in London and 
celebrating their achievements in the five years since the first BID was established. 
 
A panel of judges - chaired by my advisor for economic development, Anthony Browne, and including 
Greg Clark MP, the Chairman of British BIDs, and Tim Campbell, founder of the Bright Ideas Trust and 
my Ambassador for Training and Enterprise - whittled down the winners from London’s 23 established 
BIDs to recognise those  which have made the greatest impact to their area. 
 
JPMorgan and Riverside South 
 
On 20 December, I welcomed international banking giant JP Morgan’s plans to base its European 
headquarters at a new building in the capital, providing a major boost to the City and reaffirming 
confidence in London’s financial sector. 
 
JP Morgan, which employs about 11,000 people across London, has confirmed it will purchase 25 
Bank Street in Canary Wharf, a purpose built complex which was designed specifically for a global 



 

financial firm. The offices will house JP Morgan’s entire investment banking division, which is 
currently spread across four separate buildings in the capital. 
 
The bank has also confirmed it is committed to developing Canary Wharf’s Riverside South area, 
providing future flexibility for its many other employees in the capital. The development comprises 1.9 
million square feet of office space – which would make it more than twice the size of the HSBC Tower 
on completion. 
 
 

Environment  
 
Air Quality Strategy 

 
On 14 December, I published the final version of my Air Quality Strategy. This strategy includes a 
number of measures to improve air quality in London by reducing emissions from the transport 
network, homes and workplaces. These include tough new taxi age limits, targeted measures at air 
quality priority locations and schemes to encourage uptake of low-emission technologies. These 
measures will ensure that legal targets for particulate matter are met in 2011 and more importantly, 
will drive longer-term health improvements in London. However, it will be more challenging to meet 
legal targets for nitrogen dioxide by 2015. That is why financial and practical support from the 
Government is needed to implement fully my strategy, including introducing a standard for oxides of 
nitrogen into the Low Emission Zone and retrofitting London’s buses. Government action is also 
needed to reduce emissions from sources in London over which I have limited control, such as 
industrial sites, railways and airports, as well as pollution that blows in to the capital. My officials and I 
will continue to work with the government on a properly funded joint action plan so that London 
meets nitrogen dioxide limit values by 2015. 
 
New Air Quality Standards to remove the dirtiest cabs from London’s roads 
 
On 14 December, I announced the oldest, more polluting black cabs in the capital will lose their 
licence to operate, under tough new standards to improve air quality in the capital.  
 
Road transport is responsible for around 80 per cent of airborne pollution (PM10) in central London 
where air quality is worst, with black cabs contributing 20 per cent of this. 'Clearing the Air', my final 
Air Quality Strategy will  demand that from 1 January 2012 no black cab over 15 years old will be 
licensed by the Taxi and Private Hire Office. Around 1,200 black cabs are likely to be more than 15 
years old in 2012.  
 
From 2013, at the latest, instead of a once yearly overhaul, all taxis will be required to take two full 
MOT tests each year, but this will be done more simply and cost effectively at a local garage rather 
than at only three available inspection centres. This will ensure that the vehicles are operating as 
cleanly and efficiently as possible all the year round but with reduced bureaucracy. In addition, from 
January 2012 all aspiring cabbies will also be required to take a mandatory eco-driving course. 
Helping cabbies to drive more efficiently will not only help them to save money but also reduce 
emissions of pollutants and carbon dioxide. 
 
TfL and I have also announced a £1 million fund to encourage taxi owners to upgrade to low emission 
vehicles such as electric black cabs. Taxi owners who are upgrading their vehicles will be able to take 
advantage of the fund to upgrade to the cleanest vehicles available. Further details of the fund will be 
announced in 2011. 
 



 

9,500 Street Trees take root 
 
My Street Trees programme is funding the planting of 10,000 street trees in 40 areas across London 
that will benefit most from the social, economic and environmental improvements that new street 
trees provide. This year London boroughs have accepted grants to plant another 4,500 street trees. 
This leaves only 500 more trees to be planted during the 2011/12 planting season to meet my pledge 
to plant 10,000 additional street trees. 
 
City Hall hosted the Forestry Commission’s London Tree and Woodland Awards on 2 December. These 
awards recognise those organisations, individuals and schools that have helped to improve London, 
through their activities to conserve and promote trees and woodlands. 
 
FareShare 
 
On 21 December, I opened a new food depot in London that will distribute more than 300 tonnes of 
surplus food a year - the equivalent of 800,000 meals - to charities, instead of clogging up landfill 
sites. 
 
The FareShare depot was made possible by a £362,000 grant from the London Waste and Recycling 
Board (LWARB). It will focus on rescuing surplus and still perfectly edible food from organisations 
within London and redistributing it to support some of city’s most disadvantaged people, helping to 
reduce the amount of food being sent to landfill. Organisations that will benefit from the depot 
include hostels for homeless people, breakfast clubs for children, youth centres, after-school clubs, 
luncheon clubs for elderly people, women’s refuges, night shelters, churches, day centres, drop in 
centres and drug rehabilitation projects. 
 
Tackling food waste is a top priority as the capital produces 1.4 million tonnes of food waste, a 
massive 40 per cent of which ends up dumped in costly landfill sites (which produce methane, a 
powerful greenhouse gas).  
 
The LWARB grant is providing 90 per cent of the funding needed to set up the new food distribution 
depot and has led to the creation of two new skilled jobs and around 50 volunteering opportunities.  
In addition, the depot is expected to supply 30 charities by the end of the first year, supporting over 
6,000 vulnerable people. 
 
Capital Growth – launch of ‘Capital Bee’ 
 
On 16 December, I launched ‘Capital Bee’, part of the Capital Growth project, which is offering up to 
50 community food growing groups an exciting opportunity to receive a bee hive, basic equipment, a 
bee colony and training on how to keep bees. Entries from groups requesting the package are under 
way. The training for winning recipients will start in spring 2011 with hives expected to be up and 
running by spring 2012.  
 
Bees are vital for food production, helping green spaces to thrive and acting as a reliable ecological 
barometer for the health of our natural environment. Capital Bee is part of my initiative to create 
community food gardens and beautify neglected parts of London. Capital Bee will also investigate 
new enterprise opportunities such as those coming from the production of delicious, locally cultivated 
London honey. 
 
On the launch day, Capital Bee also hosted a very successful bee summit featuring a range of expert 
speakers, sponsored by the Co-operative membership as part of their Plan Bee campaign, at the Royal 
Festival Hall. The aim was to contribute to wider debate about the cause of bee decline in urban 
settings as well as share ideas for how Londoners can help. 



 

 
Draft plans for London’s waste  
 
Following the publication of my municipal waste management strategy and business waste strategy, 
both for public consultation, I hosted a key stakeholder consultation workshop to discuss the policies 
and proposals contained in the two documents. This included a debate on the innovative approach 
proposed, to move away from weight based targets towards greenhouse gas performance measures. 
Over 100 people attended, from a wide range of stakeholders, including London boroughs, waste 
companies, developers and government departments.  Attendees also discussed my proposals for 
reducing waste, boosting London’s recycling performance, and generating energy from non-recyclable 
waste in the most environmentally friendly and cost effective way possible. The workshop allowed 
stakeholders to discuss the challenges and opportunities of my proposals, particularly for developing 
more waste infrastructure in London, and for local authorities to provide cost effective waste and 
recycling services. Public consultation on my draft waste plans closes on 14 January 2011. 
 
Smart electricity technology 
 

After a successful bid to Ofgem for £25m, I have begun work with UK Power Networks, the company 
that owns London's electricity distribution network, to deliver a number of 'smart' electricity 
technologies in London's Low Carbon Zones, the Green Enterprise District and via the Plugged in 
Places programme. The technologies to be rolled out include smart meters and energy demand 
management tools and will be complemented by advice to residents and businesses and upgrades to 
the electricity grid in these key locations. The new project will develop a better understanding of the 
role London's electricity grid will play as we move towards a low carbon future and will help residents, 
businesses and electric vehicle users lower their carbon footprint and save money. 
 
Help a London Park 
 
My Help a London Park programme is progressing very well; by using the £400,000 awarded through 
my Help a London Park programme the London Borough of Croydon has secured almost £2m from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Big Lottery Fund to support improvement at Wandle Park.  This 
fantastic news allows for additional works to be carried out, such as returning the buried River Wandle 
to the surface of the park 
 
Local Air Quality Management processes and reports 
 
I have approved entry into a contract with Transport And Travel Research Ltd to review local air 
quality management processes and reports in accordance with my Mayoral responsibilities. I have 
allocated up to £30,000 per year for each of the financial years 2013/14 and 2014/15 for this 
contract. 
 
 

Children and Young People 
 
Mentoring Campaign  
 
On 7 December, football legend Ian Wright joined my mentoring campaign for young Londoners. Ian 
is fronting a new poster campaign urging people to sign up and make a real difference to a young 
person’s life.  
 
In addition to Ian Wright, I am working in partnership with Ray Lewis, Richard Taylor and a selection 
of expert community advisers on his mentoring scheme. Since August, over 400 men have registered 
their interest in becoming involved and many have attending City Hall workshops to find out more 
information. To register your interest visit www.london.gov.uk/mentoring. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/mentoring


 

 
National Citizen Service in London Seminar 
 
On 30 November, I held a joint seminar with Partnership for Young London, which was attended by 
approximately forty representatives from London boroughs, voluntary sector organisations, National 
Citizen Service pilots and young people. 
 
The seminar at City Hall was designed to secure engagement in the 2010-11 delivery of the National 
Citizen Service and maximise its impact on young Londoners. Nearly 2000 places are allocated to 
London, of the total 11,000 places nationally. 
 
My Advisor on Health and Youth Opportunities, Pam Chesters, welcomed the delegates  
and spoke positively about how she and I have seen London’s young people in action on a scheme 
that clearly inspires, supports and stretches them.  
 
Following my £100k funding to the pre-pilot summer camps in London by The Challenge Network, I 
will remain involved to support the National Citizen Service in London, though non-financially as it is 
now a national pilot programme. In particular, I will continue to play a championing role as the scheme 
is promoted across London schools.  
 
Further Education Sexual Health 
 
My team of Peer Outreach Workers are leading on a pilot project funded by NHS London to improve 
sexual health support and services provided by three London Further Education (FE) colleges.  
 
This is an initiative designed to reduce Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) and teenage 
pregnancies. The team are now working with Brook and Living Well to roll the programme out to 
another 12 FE colleges in the capital.  
 
A FESHNET (Further Education Sexual Health) Youth Board was also launched to ensure a young 
people-led approach. The Board will provide accredited training to the attendees so that they can 
evaluate the progress of the projects in each college. 
 
 

Social Inclusion and Health 
 
NHS Info on London Datastore 
 
The NHS and I have joined forces to make previously unreleased health data publicly available to 
Londoners for the first time. From 7 December, NHS data about maternity, stroke and performance 
indicators are being published on the London Datastore website, which was launched earlier this year 
as part of my campaign to increase transparency and accountability in the capital. 
 
Disabled People and the Labour Market in London - 2009 
 
On 20 December, the GLA Intelligence Unit published a report on Disabled People and the Labour 
Market in London. It highlights the levels of relative disadvantage and labour market exclusion faced 
by the 820 thousand Londoners of working age (16 per cent) who are disabled according to the 
medically-derived definition used by the APS. The report was based on the 2009 Annual Population 
Survey. 
 



 

Bangladesh High Commissioner 
 
My Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted HE Dr M Sayeedur Rahman Khan of Bangladesh 
at City Hall on 7 December. 
 
The High Commissioner introduced himself to the Deputy Mayor and spoke of improving relations 
between Dhaka and London. 
 
Visit to Harrow 
 
On 10 December, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, visited the LB of Harrow. The visit was 
hosted by Councillor Bill Stephenson, the Leader of Harrow Council.   
 
The itinerary covered discussions on the local economy, transport, policing/community safety matters, 
planning, housing, equalities/social inclusion, responsible procurement and external partnerships. The 
Deputy Mayor also visited the Harrow and Wealdstone Intensification Area to be shown the plans for 
the future development of key strategic sites in the centre of Harrow.  
 
Sant Nirankari Mandal London 
 
On 22 December, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the Communal Dinner for 
Christmas Celebration at the Sant Nirankari Bhawan in Hayes.  
 
High Commissioner of Trinidad and Tobago 
 
On 4 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, welcomed the High Commissioner of 
Trinidad and Tobago, HE Mr Garvin Nicholas, to City Hall.  
 
The High Commissioner introduced himself to the Deputy Mayor and also discussed the cultural 
preparations for the 2012 London Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Legacy and Sport 
 
Olympic and Paralympic Tickets 
 
On 9 December, I announced that funding has been secured to ensure that one in eight London 
school children can watch the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games for free. In a deal reached with 
the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) funding is 
now confirmed for all 125,000 tickets needed for the scheme. 
 
To be eligible for these tickets schools must be part of LOCOG’s ‘Get Set’ Education programme which 
aims to maximise children and young people’s awareness of, and engagement with, the Games. Nearly 
60 per cent of London schools are currently signed up to the programme. Schools will then be able to 
decide themselves how they will distribute tickets among pupils. LOCOG and the Greater London 
Authority will work with Get Set schools to devise initiatives whereby academic, sporting or other 
achievements can be rewarded.  
 
Funding for Community Sports Participation  
 
On 6 December, Kate Hoey and I attended Walthamstow Track and Pool to launch the Run! 
programme in partnership with England Athletics. The programme will see up to 100,000 more 
Londoners participate in athletics over the next two years and is one of 19 different sports 



 

participation projects to receive funding, totalling around £2.4m. We will start taking applications for 
further funding again in March 2011.  
  
Facility Fund 
 
Round 2 (of 4) of my facility fund closed on 9 December. We received expressions of interest from 76 
projects. Of these around 40 will progress to the full application stage. Funding totalling up to £2m 
will be awarded to successful applicants from this round.  
  
Freesport 
 
In December my Freesport small grants programme awarded grants of up to £1500 to over 200 sports 
clubs and community groups to deliver free sports coaching to Londoners. Grants were awarded to 
organisations in all 33 London boroughs and cover a huge range of sports and activities. It is expected 
that through this programme, over 17,000 Londoners will receive at least 6 hours of free coaching this 
year.   
 
FIFA 2018 World Cup Bid 
 
As chair of London United, I was very disappointed at England not winning the bid to host the World 
Cup in 2018.  
 
We put together a cracking bid, our technical specification was top notch and our stadia would have 
been packed to the rafters. Londoners love football. This is a blow but we have achieved a great deal 
with this bid and we have much to look ahead to. 
 
On your marks, get set for 2011 
 
The Capital is set to see one of its busiest years for major sporting events for over a decade with 
numerous world-class events taking place in London throughout 2011. As the city prepares for the 
world’s most famous sporting event of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, the capital 
will prepare to welcome over thirty top sporting events over the next 12 months. 
 
Many of the events happening in 2011 will take place in future Olympic venues, including the World 
Badminton Championships in Wembley Arena (8-14 August) and the ITU World Triathlon London (6-7 
August) which will take place in and around Hyde Park. 
 
As well as the popular repeat sporting events such as the NFL, ATP Tennis, the London Marathon and 
The Boat Race (Oxford vs. Cambridge), London will also play host to a number of unique events in 
2011. One particular coup for London is hosting the first ever NBA Season Games to take place 
outside of North America. The games will take place in the O2 Arena on 4 and 5 March and will see 
New Jersey Nets battle it out against the Toronto Raptors. 
 
Another major sporting event to come to the city in May 2011 will be the UEFA Champions League 
Final, which will take place on 28 May at Wembley Stadium.  With a whole programme of events and 
football fan activities lined-up including an eight-day Champions Festival fan experience in Hyde Park 
the event will be a citywide celebration of the game. 
 
Following this winter's victorious retention of the Ashes in Australia, cricket fans will also be able to 
see the England team in action against Sri Lanka and India at the Oval and at Lords. 
 



 

2010-11 ODA Interim Funding Agreement 
 
I have approved an interim funding agreement setting out the terms of an interim grant from the GLA 
to the Olympic Delivery Authority for 2010-11, to part fund the ODA’s investment in regeneration, 
infrastructure and facilities required for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
 

Government Relations 
 
Meeting with Leader of Hammersmith and Fulham 
 
On 6 December, I met with Cllr Stephen Greenhalgh, Leader of Hammersmith and Fulham, and we 
discussed planning and development issues in the borough. 
 
Meeting with Chair of London Councils 
 
On 11 January, I met with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils and we discussed the Localism 
Bill, the Local Government Finance Settlement, the Re:New programme, and public health. 
  
Meeting with Chair of LFEPA 
 
On 15 December, I met with the Brian Coleman AM, Chair of LFEPA, and we discussed industrial 
action, local government funding, London resilience and FiReControl. 
  
Meeting with the Mayor of Tower Hamlets 
 
On 21 December, I met with Mayor Lutfur Rahman and Kevan Collins, Chief Executive of Tower 
Hamlets, and we discussed preparations for the 2012 Games, Hackney Wick and Fish Island, 
affordable housing provision and Decent Homes funding, my cycle hire scheme, proposals for a Young 
Offenders Academy in east London, and Tower Hamlets Arts and Music Education Service.  
 
 

Housing 
 
No Second Night Out 
 
On the 20 December, I announced that £710,000 of funding has been secured from Government to 
launch the ‘No Second Night Out’ programme.  This aims to ensure that no one new to the streets of 
London will be forced to sleep rough for more than one night.   
 
The ‘No Second Night Out’ scheme will be launched in April 2011 and is a key part of the strategy to 
meet my target to end rough sleeping in the capital by the end of 2012 - a strategy which has already 
seen considerable success and helped three quarters of the London's most entrenched rough sleepers 
off the streets. This work is overseen by the London Delivery Board which I established in February 
2009 as a strategic body with representatives from all levels of government and the voluntary sector. 
 
I made the announcement when I visited a Crisis at Christmas centre on 20th December to meet staff 
and volunteers as they set up the centre to receive rough sleepers over the Christmas period. 
 
Mobility for social tenants 
 
On the 03 December, I published Mobility for social tenants, a consultation paper setting out my 
proposals for a new pan-London mobility scheme. This aims to significantly improve choice and 
mobility for social tenants in the capital, in line with my 2010 Housing Strategy. The consultation will 



 

last until 28 January. After considering the responses I will publish plans for an interim scheme, to 
begin in April 2011. 
 
 

Culture and Events 
 
Christmas Carol Service 
 
On 13 December, I held my third annual Carol Service at Southwark Cathedral to celebrate the festive 
season.  1,200 people attended including guests from various faith groups & communities and 
members of the public. I attended the Service and gave a reading with the Chair of the London 
Assembly, Dee Doocey. 
 
This year’s service focused on young people and their positive contribution to the community in which 
they live, with young readers from a variety of organisations such as the Scouts, Girl Guides, Sea 
Cadets and Cadet Warrant Officers. 
 
In keeping with the young people’s theme, two school gospel choirs performed at the Service, 
Twyford High School Gospel Choir, Ealing and Maria Fidelis Convent School Gospel choir, Camden. A 
reception was held later at the Cathedral for a small number of guests. 
 
New Year’s Eve fireworks 
 

On 31 December, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes oversaw arrangements and represented 
me at London's New Year's Eve Fireworks display.  The spectacular 9-minute midnight display, which 
was set to music for the first time this year, was watched by around 250,000 people in viewing areas 
which stretched from Blackfriars to Lambeth Bridge. 
 
The event was also screened live on BBC1 and attracted a record 11 million viewers (England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland only - not Scotland) which equates to a 52% share of all TV audiences on the 
night.  The event has attracted a further 1,275,000 views on YouTube. The event also provided a 
significant benefit to London's visitor economy, both in terms of the worldwide positive promotion of 
London and the large number of overseas visitors who visited London over the New Year holiday 
weekend. 
 
In overseeing arrangements at the event, my Statutory Deputy Mayor visited the London 
Underground Control Centre and met with Howard Collins, Chief Operating Officer London 
Underground and Andy Barr, Network Coordination Manager, followed by a visit to the British 
Transport Police control room.  He then witnessed Policing, stewarding and event management 
arrangements both in the Event Liaison Team and in and around the event viewing areas both pre and 
post event. 
 
Rhythm of London busking programme - Back to work with Mozart 
 
On 4 January, my Rhythm of London music education programme, in collaboration with TfL and BBC 
Radio 3, eased commuters back to work after the Christmas break with a special busking underground 
event. As part of BBC Radio 3's The Genius of Mozart season young Rhythm of London musicians 
gave performances of Mozart's music alongside BBC Symphony Orchestra players and TfL licensed 
underground buskers. The event received widespread coverage from BBC London News, ITV 
Daybreak, Telegraph, Independent, Guardian, Daily Mail, Metro and Evening Standard. My Rhythm of 
London programme aims to profile London's young musicians and forms part of my Music Education 
Strategy. Forthcoming events include performances at the Scoop at More London, as part of St 
George's Day on Trafalgar Square and the Busking Underground Competition 2011. 
 



 

Britain Retold – A Portrait of London Exhibition 
 
On 15 December, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, formally opened the ‘Britain Retold’ 
Exhibition at City Hall. 
 
The Exhibition was an exploration and celebration of what it means to be British in London today. A 
particular emphasis of the exhibition was on the varied communities that make up London and their 
rich contribution to the capital. Richard formally opened the exhibition and also gave a short speech 
that included an overview of the work we are doing with the capitals’ migrant and refugee 
communities. 
 
London 2012 Festival Commissions 
 
On 7 December, the first group of commissions and special projects for the London 2012 Festival was 
announced. The line-up includes artists such as Cate Blanchett, Toni Morrison, Olafur Eliasson, David 
Hockney, Mike Leigh, Jude Law and Damon Albarn, Rufus Norris & Jamie Hewlett. The finale of the 
Cultural Olympiad, the London 2012 Festival, will be a 12-week UK-wide cultural celebration opening 
Midsummer's Day and running until the last day of the London 2012 Paralympic Games. The Festival 
will provide an outstanding summer of arts and creativity in the UK. The calibre of the people 
announced - from London, the UK and abroad - underlines the ambition of the London 2012 Festival. 
 
London Culture 2012 - industry briefings 
   
On 8 & 10 December, I hosted two Annual Open Meetings for London Culture 2012 at the Lost 
Theatre and the Barbican.  My advisor for Arts & Culture, Munira Mirza updated London's cultural 
sector about plans for 2012 and opportunities to get involved. Ruth Mackenzie, Director of the 
Cultural Olympiad, LOCOG and Moira Sinclair, London Executive Director, Arts Council England also 
spoke. Both days were heavily subscribed and the response was positive. I also published the updated 
version of my guide, London Culture and 2012 Handbook, which presents opportunities around 2012 
and inspires people to get involved. 
 
Menorah Lighting Ceremony 
 
I joined representatives of London's Jewish community on 8 December to light the final light on the 
giant Menorah in Trafalgar Square as part of the capital's celebrations to mark the festival of 
Chanukah. 
 
Chinese New Year 2011  
 
I have approved the use of Trafalgar Square, at no cost to the London Chinatown Chinese Association 
(LCCA), for the purpose of staging the Chinese New Year event on 6 February 2011 and the allocation 
of up to £100,000 from the Events for London 2010/11 budget. 
 
 

GLA Organisation  
 
Freezing the Council Tax for a third year 
 
On 22 December, I issued my Budget Consultation Document for 2011-12. Londoners have been 
awarded a £23 million windfall due to prudent financial management that has enabled me to freeze 
the precept for the third year running.  
 
Extra funds have been granted to the capital in recognition of the sensible savings carried out over the 
last two years. Cutting back on expenditure at City Hall has allowed me to end the previous relentless 



 

rise in council tax precept and to freeze my share of the council tax over the last two years.  The 
deadline for comments is 21 January, following which I will submit my final budget proposals to the 
Assembly in February. 
 
New performance ratings for LDA employment and skills projects 
 
The London Development Agency is using new star ratings for its employment and skills projects. The 
star ratings provide a draft assessment of the projects’ performance towards their targets.  
 
The LDA has been completely overhauled over the last 2½ years. This new approach to measuring 
project performance is part of the Agency’s renewed drive to increase openness and transparency, get 
better value for money and deliver increased benefits for London 
 
Details of the performance ratings for grant holders are available on the London Skills and 
Employment Observatory website http://lseo.org.uk/content/1248. 
 
Responsible Procurement Awards 
 
On 6 December, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted the Mayor’s Responsible 
Procurement Awards at City Hall. 
 
The GLA Group has been delivering its Responsible Procurement Programme under the sponsorship of 
the Statutory Deputy Mayor since July 2008. The ceremony showcased the work of GLA Group 
suppliers and staff and was attended by representatives from the leading private sector organisations 
and GLA Group staff and management. Richard delivered the keynote speech on the evening and also 
presented the awards to the successful parties. 
 
A full list of the successful winners and more information on the GLA Group Responsible Procurement 
Programme can be found at www.london.gov.uk/rp. 
 
GLA Internet Connectivity through TfL 
 
Following consultation with the London Assembly’s Business Management and Administration 
Committee, I have approved: 
 
a) The GLA and TfL’s entry into an arrangement for TfL’s discharge of the GLA’s Internet 

Connectivity function under section 401A of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, as amended 
by section 52 of the Greater London Authority Act 2007; and 

 
b) The allocation of a budget of £48,248.51 to fund TfL’S costs for the implementation of the 

arrangements and discharge of the function for the first year;  
 
I have delegated power to the Executive Director of Resources to approve all necessary actions and 
documentation (and sign such documentation on behalf of the GLA) required for and details of the 
implementation and ongoing operation of the arrangement, including (without limitation) the 
approval of payments to TfL in respect of its costs, where such decisions would ordinarily fall outside 
his powers under the GLA’s Scheme of Delegation. 
 
Shared Democratic Services – GLA and LFEPA 
 
I have given approval for the GLA to enter into an arrangement with LFEPA for the GLA’s discharge of 
LFEPA’s democratic services function, under section 401A(3) of the Greater London Authority Act 
1999.  I have delegated authority to the Executive Director of Resources to approve all necessary 
actions and documentation in order to put the arrangements in place. 

http://lseo.org.uk/content/1248
http://www.london.gov.uk/rp


 

 
Delegation of Planning Functions 
 
I have delegated to the Executive Director of Development & the Environment and the Assistant 
Director of Planning who may be so authorised as an officer of the Authority under section 38(2)(b) 
of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, my functions under the Town and Country Planning 
(Mayor of London) Order 2008 except those powers contained within Article 7 of that Order which 
cannot be delegated. 
 
Storage Area Network Maintenance Contract 
 
I have approved the undertaking of a competitive procurement exercise (under the Office of 
Government Commerce’s (‚OGC‛) Catalist framework) for Storage Area Network (SAN) maintenance 
and support services for a two  year period with provision for an extension for a further one year. 
 
I have agreed to the retrospective formalisation of an extension of the current contract with HP from 
09 August 2010 until the Technology Group has completed the procurement process for a new 
contract (08 November 2010). As well as a related exemption from the requirement of section 3.8 of 
the GLA’s Contracts and Funding Code to seek three or more competitive quotations or call off from 
an accessible framework. 
 
Finally, I have delegated authority to the Executive Director of Resources to approve the award of a 
contract to the tenderer providing the most economically advantageous submission upon presentation 
to the of a supporting evaluation report. 
 
 

Planning and Development Control 
 
Battersea Power Station redevelopment 
 
On 22 December, I gave the go ahead to the redevelopment of the iconic Battersea Power Station 
bringing closer the prospect of a major extension to the Northern Line, the creation of more than 20 
acres of new public space and the construction of thousands of homes. 
 
At a Planning and Spatial Development Strategy meeting at City Hall, I approved plans which will 
provide a boost to a neglected part of south London and see the historic Grade II listed building 
restored and opened up to public use for the first time. The station has remained vacant since it was 
decommissioned in 1983. 
 
The application is an integral part of the GLA Group’s wider Vauxhall-Nine Elms-Battersea 
Opportunity Area (OA), one of the largest regeneration proposals being considered in the capital. 
Once completed, the OA will deliver as many as 25,000 jobs, with about 15,000 people working within 
Battersea Power Station alone. In addition the Vauxhall-Nine Elms-Battersea regeneration would 
provide 16,000 new homes, the largest park space to be created in central London over the last half 
century, and secure the area’s future as a major retail and leisure destination. 
 
The Battersea Power Station proposal, submitted by Real Estate Opportunities Plc, was approved by 
Wandsworth Council in November and referred to the Mayor as an application of strategic importance. 
It includes a commitment from the developers of more than £200 million in funding towards a two-
station extension of the Northern Line from Kennington. 
 



 

Three Mills Green  
  
On 13 December, the London Development Agency started work to transform Three Mills Green.  This 
is a central part of the regeneration of the Lower Lea Valley and another part of my Great Outdoors 
programme, an initiative to rejuvenate the capital’s parks, squares and roads ahead of and beyond the 
2012 Games.  
 
Diggers have moved in on the development, which is the first phase of the award-winning Lea River 
Park project and part of the London Development Agency’s aim to ensure all Londoners benefit from 
the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. This investment and regeneration in and around the 
Olympic Fringe is transforming disused public spaces into thriving places to live, work and play. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
Hayes Football Club, LB Hillingdon 
I have written to the London Borough of Hillingdon stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
SITA Recycling Site, LB Merton 
I have written to the London Borough of Merton stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Beam Reach 5, London Thames Gateway Development Corporation 
I have written to the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation stating that I am content to 
allow the Corporation to determine the application itself. 
 
Former British Gas Site, LB Croydon 
I have written to the London Borough of Croydon stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Woolwich Interchange Site 2, LB Greenwich 
I have written to the London Borough of Greenwich stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Plot N0301 Greenwich Peninsula, LB Greenwich 
I have written to the London Borough of Greenwich stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Barn Elms Playing Field, LB Richmond 
I have written to the London Borough of Richmond stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Pinewood Motors Site, LB Croydon 
I have written to the London Borough of Croydon stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Critalls Corner, LB Bexley 
I have written to the London Borough of Bexley stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Plot T6 Kings Cross, LB Camden 
I have written to the London Borough of Camden stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 



 

 
Harold Wood Hospital Site, LB Havering 
I have written to the London Borough of Havering stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
40-46 Weston Street, LB Southwark 
I have written to the London Borough of Southwark stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Skylines Village, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Innovation Centre, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Cornerstone House, LB Croydon 
I have written to the London Borough of Croydon stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Battersea Power Station, LB Wandsworth 
I have written to the London Borough of Wandsworth stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Langdon School, LB Newham 
I have written to the London Borough of Newham stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
St Albans Farm, LB Hounslow 
I have written to the London Borough of Hounslow stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
Plot N24 Stratford City, LB Newham 
I have written to the London Borough of Newham stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
 
Delegated Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, under powers I delegated to him, has sent letters in 
response to the following statutory referrals: 
 
Athlone House, LB Camden 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Camden stating that he is content to allow 
the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 Land adjacent to Bollo Bridge Road, LB Ealing 

 Zenith House, LB Barnet 



 

 54 Bengeworth Road, LB Lambeth 

 Duncan House Site Development, LB Newham 

 Loughborough Park Estate, LB Lambeth 

 Bermondsey Spa Site, LB Southwark 

 Tileman House, LB Wandsworth 

 2-12 High Street Stratford, LB Newham 

 Land and buildings at Commerce Road, LB Hounslow 

 Walthamstow Central, LB Waltham Forest 

 Hammersmith Town Hall Extension, LB Hammersmith and Fulham 

 Hammersmith Palais, LB Hammersmith and Fulham 

 One Tower Bridge Land adjacent to Lambeth College and Potters Field, LB Southwark 

 Land at Enderby Wharf, LB Greenwich 

 Buckston Browne Farm, LB Bromley 

 Block NW2 Hale Village, LB Haringey 

 Pembury Circus, LB Hackney 
 
 
Delegated Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor has asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one 
referrals: 
 

 Hockey & Paralympic Football, Olympic Delivery Authority 

 London Cable Car Development, LB Newham and LB Greenwich 

 Olympic & Paralympics Events Horse Guards Parade, LB Westminster 

 Olympic & Paralympics Events Serpentine Road, LB Westminster 
 
 
Development Plans 
 
I have written to the following Councils giving a response to their development plan consultations:  
 

 Islington Local Development Scheme, LB Islington 

 Haringey Core Strategy (Additional Reg 27 consultation), LB Haringey 

 Lewisham Site Allocations DPD, further options stage, LB Lewisham 

 Richmond Development Management DPD (Proposed Submission), LB Richmond 

 Harrow Local Development Scheme, LB Harrow 

 Greenwich Local Development, LB Greenwich 

 Wandsworth Development Management Policies, LB Wandsworth 

 Wandsworth Site Specific Allocations DPD, LB Wandsworth 

 Tower Hamlets LDS, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Bexley Core Strategy, LB Bexley 

 Sutton Site Development Policies DPD, LB Sutton 

 Brent Council Local Development Scheme, LB Brent 
 
 
Decisions made under delegation to Assistant Director - Planning  
 

 Manor House Regulation 25 Area Action Plan, LB Hackney 

 1 Plumtree Court, LB Fulham 



 

 Development Management Development Plan Document and Development Sites Development 
Plan Document Initial Proposals consultation , LB Ealing 

 5 Picketts Lock Lane, LB Enfield 

 Newham Core Strategy DPD, LB Newham 

 Unit 4 Second Way, LB Brent 

 Hammersmith and Fulham Local Development Framework, LB Hammersmith and Fulham 

 Islington Council Local Development Framework, LB Islington 

 Brent Council Draft Supplementary Planning Document, LB Brent 

 Enfield Local Development Framework, LB Enfield 

 Hampton House, LB Lambeth 

 Waltham Forest Council Supplementary Planning Document, LB Waltham Forest 

 Minoco Wharf, LB Newham 

 Grahame Park Estate, LB Barnet 
 
 

Key Engagements 

 
Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following:  
 

 I had my regular meeting with Harvey McGrath and Sir Peter Rogers, LDA, on 3 December 

 I met with Sir Robin Wales, The Mayor of Newham, on 3 December to discuss borough issues 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport issues on 
3 December 

 I announced sports funding available for 19 projects on 6 December with Kate Hoey 

 I met with Cllr Stephen Greenhalgh, Leader of Hammersmith & Fulham, on 6 December to 
discuss borough issues 

 I met Peter Hendy and Daniel Moylan on 6 December ahead of the Transport for London 
Board meeting that week 

 I attended the Mayor’s Fund London Business Club Breakfast on 7 December 

 I met with HRH the Prince of Wales on 7 December to discuss areas of joint working 

 I met with the London Business Advisory Council on 7 December  

 I met with the Conservative Group on the London Assembly on 7 December 

 I chaired the London Crime Reduction Board on 7 December 

 I chaired the Transport for London Board meeting on 8 December 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 8 December 

 I met with Senior Executives from Twitter on 8 December to discuss supporting technology led 
businesses 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Sir Paul Stephenson, Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, on 8 December 

 I attended the Menorah photo call at Trafalgar Square on 8 December 

 I attended the launch of the final two Rape Crisis Centres (north and east London) and the 
Rape Crisis London website on 9 December 

 I met with Cllr Mary O’Connor, London Health Commission, on 9 December   

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport issues on 
9 December 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 9 December 

 I met with Steve O’Connell AM & Tony Antoniou, Director of Economy and Sustainability at 
Croydon Council, on 9 December to discuss transport in Croydon 

 I attended the GLA Christmas Party on 9 December 



 

 I visited St Anne’s RC Primary School on 10 December to present a certificate to Ellie Feldman 
in Year 6 for her winning design which was chosen for my Christmas card this year 

 I had my regular meeting with Lord Coe & Paul Deighton LOCOG and Justin King on 10 
December to discuss preparations for the 2012 Olympic Games 

 I attended an apprenticeship event on 10 December 

 I attend the London Business Improvement District Awards event on 13 December 

 I chaired a housing roundtable on 13 December 

 I attended the GLA Carol Concert at Southwark Cathedral on 13 December 

 I attended the Citizenship Ceremony hosted at City Hall on 14 December 

 I met with Grant Shapps MP, Minister for Housing at the Department for Communities and 
Local Government, on 14 December, to discuss housing in London 

 I attended the Community Conversation Programme event in Croydon on 14 December 

 I attended Mayor’s Question Time on 15 December 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 15 December 

 I had my regular meeting with Brian Coleman, Chair of LFEPA, and Ron Dobson, London Fire 
Commissioner, on 15 December 

 I attended Ian Brown’s retirement reception on 15 December 

 I chaired the Promote London Council meeting on 16 December 

 I addressed the British Olympic Association Fundraiser lunch on 16 December 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport issues on 
16 December 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 16 December 

 I visited a Crisis Christmas Centre on 20 December 

 I attended an event to mark JP Morgan moving into Canary Wharf on 20 December 

 I met with Anne Main MP on 20 December to discuss matters relating to motor cycling in 
London 

 I attended the Olympic Stadium lighting ceremony on 20 December 

 I attended the opening of a Fareshare depot in Park Royal on 21 December 

 I met with Lutfur Rahman, Mayor of Tower Hamlets, on 21 December to discuss borough 
issues 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport issues on 
21 December 

 I visited Westfield, White City & Earl’s Court on 22 December  

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 22 December 

 I attended the Anish Kapoor Exhibition on 29 December in Delhi, India 

 I attended a Business Networking Dinner on 4 January in Mumbai, India 

 I met with AC Yates on 10 January to discuss policing and security 

 I attended the Budget Committee on 11 January 

 I had my regular meeting with Harvey McGrath and Sir Peter Rogers, LDA, on 11 January 

 I met with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils, to discuss areas of joint working on 11 
January 

 I hosted a community reception for Croydon and Sutton on 11 January 

 I attended a mass tree planting event in Redbridge on 12 January 

 I attended the Multi Point Entry Symposium on 12 January 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with AC Tim Godwin, Acting Police 
Commissioner, on 12 January 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 12 January 
 

Ends 
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